A programme for some 
of Canada’s best young 
science students 


BY BRONWYN CHESTER 


It's a Friday night in downtown Montréal. 
Catherine Soos has just come downstairs with 
some fixings for supper. 

It’s not potluck night ata student's house, but 
a regular occurence in the student lounge of the 
Science College, over which a life-size poster of 
Albert Einstein presides. 

With 24-hour accessibility to their desks, the 
lounge, library, computer room and kitchen, 
Science College students are free to work in the 
building whenever they choose. 

One of the reasons Biology Professor Elaine 
Newman founded the College 12 years ago was 
to provide a place and a programme that would 
take some of Canada’s best young science stu- 
dents and turn them into the country’s best scien- 
tists. 

A core curriculum of courses specifically 
designed for the College provides students with 
the opportunity to learn about the very nature of 
science. They include the historical, philosophi- 
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Members of the Science College gather regularly with Principal Geza Szamosi (centre) to discuss issues of interest to the 


interdisciplinary group of exceptional students. 


cal and social aspects of science, current issues in 
physical, biological and mathematical science 


Valaskakis is new Acting Dean of Arts and Science 


Effective January 1992 (until 
June 1992), Gail Valaskakis be- 
came Acting Dean of the Faculty 
of Arts and Science, replacing 
Charles L. Bertrand, who has 
been appointed Vice-Rector 
Services (see page 4). 

Valaskakis has held a number of 
academic and administrative 
positions at Concordia. Long as- 
sociated with the Department of 
Communication Studies, she 
has also been affiliated with the 
School of Community and 
Public Affairs, the Programme in 
Canadian Studies, the MA 
Programme in Media Studies, 


the Simone de Beauvoir Institute 
and most recently she has 
served as the Vice-Dean, 
Academic Planning, Faculty of 
Arts and Science. 

The American-born academic 
has published numerous works 
on the subject of communication 
technology and native people in 
Northern Canada and is in great 
demand as a speaker on the 
subject matter. 

Valaskakis, 52, was educated at 
McGill University, Cornell 
University and the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. 
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and topics for multidisciplinary study. 

In addition, the Science College Public Lec- 
ture Series (four to five lectures per year) puts 
students in touch with leading scientists. The 
Series is the only public science-oriented cultural 
event in Montréal and is attended by several 
hundred interested citizens as well as students. 


At most other universities, science students 
conduct research only in their final year. Science 
College students are required to do a research 
project, either at Concordia or elsewhere, which 
is outside their own discipline. A computer 
science student, for instance, might conduct re- 
search in physics so as to become familiar with 
semi-conductors. 


“We want to give students a cross-discipli- 
nary knowledge,” said College Principal Geza 
Szamosi. “They should know that science 
doesn’t begin and end with their particular dis- 
cipline.” 

The College also tries to expand the students’ 
scientific horizons by organizing lecture series 
with a theme. This semester it’s radiation; next 
semester, it will be food and metabolism. “After 

See SCIENCE COLLEGE page 6 
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Simone de Beauvoir Institute principal 
is used to facing major challenges 


BY SILVIA CADEMARTORI 


It's supposed to be a part-time job, but being 
principal of the Simone de Beauvoir Institute and 
director of the Women’s Studies Programme at 
Concordia has kept Marianne Ainley busy since 
she took on the three-year posting in June, 1991. 

She is also a historian of science, and has 
already had inquiries from Venezuela, Brazil, 
South Africa and China about developing 
Women’s Studies courses at their universities. 

The Simone de Beauvoir Institute, named 
after the late French feminist author, was 
founded in 1978. The Institute organizes 
workshops, colloquia, debates, and lectures on 
women’s issues. Members of the Institute con- 
duct academic research in various areas of 
women’s studies. 

Currently, 21 courses are offered, and Ainley 
wants more, to accommodate all the students 
wishing to pursue an undergraduate degree in 
Women’s Studies. 

Male and female students registered in 
Women’s Studies are usually members of the 
Institute, but any Concordia student may take 
Women’s Studies courses as electives. The In- 
stitute is working on a proposal for a graduate 
programme in Women’s Studies. 

As Principal, Ainley is responsible for the 
functioning of the Institute, including commit- 
tees examining Women’s Studies curriculum 
and graduate studies. 

The 53-year-old former industrial chemist 
teaches a course called “Women, Science, and 
Technology: Historical and Contemporary 
Perspectives.” It was the first course of its kind in 
Canada when she introduced it in 1987. The 
course examines the history of women’s roles in 
science, and asks why women scientists don’t get 
as much recognition from their peers as men. 

When Ainley immigrated to Canada from 
Hungary in 1957, the North American attitude 
toward female scientists startled her. 

“In Hungary in the 1950s, I was encouraged 
to study science. Yet when I came to Canada, I 
found that girls were expected to finish school, 
marry, stay homeand have their ‘two-and-a-half 
children’ in the suburbs, and that didn’t appeal 
tome.” 

Just as women have gone through enormous 
changes since the turn of the century, so has the 
annex at 2170 Bishop St, the blue-and-white 
building that houses the Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute and Women’s Studies. It has survived 
two fires, and has served as a private home, a 
massage parlour and a night club before becom- 
ing a part of Concordia University. 

Heading the Institute, with a teaching staff of 
eight (three full-time and five part-time posi- 
tions), a number of research fellows and ap- 
proximately 100 students, is a challenge in these 
days of university fiscal restraints. But then, chal- 
lenges are nothing new to Ainley. 
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Varin takes ‘second chance’ 
and Governor-General’s gold medal 


BY KARL JAROSIEWICZ 


Embarking on a new career is a big decision, 
one that presents new difficulties and challenges. 
But challenges have their rewards when they are 
presented to one as dedicated and motivated as 
recent graduate Luc Varin. 

Varin was presented with the Governor- 
General’s Gold Medal at 
Concordia’s fall convocation 


Concordia is well known as an institution that 
caters to non-traditional students. 


Switched disciplines 


Varin is what you might call non-traditional. 
He not only switched gears in terms of dis- 
ciplines, but language as well — a francophone 

now immersed in a pre 
dominantly anglophone en- 


ceremony at Place des Arts. It is Re vironment. 
the Sie oe time the award, ‘Concordia IS For Eales 
Seg Eetisnabalens tee pern, NE agenesis emt 
presented. an institution that cinated with the health sciences. 
Varin graduated last spring, After attending a francophone 
receiving his doctoral degree in caters to CEGEP, he worked in the com- 
Biology after completing the re- 7 munications field for five years. 
quirements: in a special in- non-traditional His dissatisfaction in this 
dividual programme. ’ field led to his decision to return 
As the winner of the Gover- students. to the classroom in 1983, to start 
nor-General’s Gold Medal, over. 


Varin has been recognized not 

only for his own achievement but also as an 
example of the kind of education Concordia 
often provides—the opportunity toswitch gears 
and begin anew in an entirely different direction. 
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He credits being older and 
wiser for finding the energy he needed to con- 
centrate on his studies, to become more focused, 
and on his innate curiosity. 

See GOLD MEDAL page 6 
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Federal government contributes $400,000 to the 
creation of a joint Concordia/UQAM Intercultural Chair 


The federal government's generous donation 
of $400,000 marked the first contributon towards 
the $1 million endowment fund needed to estab- 
lish the Chair in Intercultural, Ethnic and Race 
Relations Study. 

The two universities have joined their efforts 
in a common structure to develop programmes 
to respond to issues concerning social relations 
and communication among the diverse ethno- 
cultural and racial groups which compose 
Québec society. 

The Chair will address itself to students at the 
undergraduate and graduate level, professors 
pursuing research and, through initiatives such 
as seminars and conferences, various social, busi- 
ness and media groups. 
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The Hon. Gerry Weiner (left), Minister for Multicutturalism and 
Citizenship, presented a contribution of $400,000 to Claude 
Corbo (right), Rector of Université de Québec a Montréal 
(UQAM), and Patrick Kenniff (centre), Rector of Concordia 
University, towards the creation of a joint Concordia/UQAM 
Chair in Intercultural, Ethnic and Race Relations Study. 


New library complex will be University’s heart and soul 


A sense of pride for all to share 


BY KEN WHITTINGHAM 


“The libraries on Concordia’s two campuses are 
the most visible gains of the University’s five-year 
Capital Campaign; but they will do far more than 
change our physical landscape. They will,inavery real 
sense, change the fabric of this institution — both in 
its perceptions of itself and its image in the outside 
community.” 

The words above are those of Rector Patrick 
Kenniff, who says he believes that the $65-mil- 
lion downtown library complex will give 
Concordia’s Sir George Williams Campus the 
sense of physical identity it has always longed 
for. 

Without exaggerating too much, the ar- 
chitects and planners behind the downtown 
building project hope that the sense of pride and 
excitement thestructure generates will carry over 
into all aspects of University life. 

Kenniff said it has been a fascinating ex- 
perience to watch the architects at work on the 
library plans. ”From a basic concept and a sterile 
plot of land, they have created a stunning struc- 
ture that will truly serve as the heart and soul of 
the campus.” 

In addition to the architectural consortium of 
Werleman & Guy, Blouin & Associés, the 
University sought advice from an informal com- 
mittee of respected Canadian architects: Phyllis 


Lambert, Peter Rose and the late Ray Affleck (all 
of Montréal), and Jean-Marie Roy (of Québec 
City). 

“Their mandate, in a nutshell, was to ensure 
that we devised a form of urban development 
that was exciting as well as functional,” Kenniff 
said. “And I think everyone concerned has suc- 
ceeded in doing just that. 

“Because the Sir George Williams Campus 
doesn’t have a central quadrangle or meeting 
place, the way more traditional campuses do, the 
architects set about to design a facility where 
people could congregate for any kind of activity, 
at any time of year. 

“To accomplish that goal within the con- 
straints imposed by a library building — all the 
while respecting the existing urban fabric— they 
devised the idea of an indoor street (called Place 
Concordia) that would serve as a central com- 
munications artery from the middle of the Henry 
F. Hall Building all the way through to the 
laneway that divides Concordia from St. James 
the Apostle Church on Ste-Catherine Street.” 

Theidea ofa street, or galleria, protected from 
the elements gained strength when it became 
clear that the original library building design 
would have to be modified, firstly because the 
library’s surface area had been spread over too 
many floors, and secondly, because the Royal 
George Apartments could not be demolished in 
its entirety. 

“Considering the constraints they faced (i.e. 
reconciling the physical configuration of the lot 
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and surrounding structures with the functional 
requirements of a library building), the final 
product is tremendous. It is true marriage of 
architectural and functional requirements,” 
Kenniff said 

Tours of the new building will be given on May 7th 
and May 20th at 5:00 p.m. Please reserve by calling 
(514) 848-4856. Tours leave from Bishop Court, 1463 
Bishop St. 


A computer-generated image of the Atrium of the new library 
complex. 
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Former Dean named Vice-Rector 


Charles L. Bertrand 


Former Arts and Science Dean Charles L. 
Bertrand became Concordia’s new Vice-Rector, 
Services on Jan. 1. He replaces J. Charles Giguere, 
who stepped down Dec. 31 after five and a half 
years in office. 


Bertrand has been Dean of the Faculty of Arts 
and Science since July 1985. He was the firstdean 
of a unified Faculty; previously, the Arts and 
Science Faculty had been governed by a provost 
and three divisional deans. 


Bertrand was named to a second five-year 
term as Dean last June. 


Professor Krishna Sivaraman 
dies at age 69 


Krishna Sivaraman 


Professor Krishna Sivaraman, first Chair of 
Hindu Studies in the Department of Religion, 
recently died in hospital in Hamilton, Ontario. 
He was 69. 

He is survived by his wife, Parvathy, and 
children Kartik and Gauri. 


Professor Sivaraman was also Professor 
Emeritus at McMaster University in Hamilton. 
He was appointed to Concordia’s Chair in 
Hindu Studies, the first of its kind in North 
America, in November 1989. 


Professor Sivaraman had a distinguished 
teaching career that spanned four decades. He 
was the author of numerous books and articles. 
His most recent publication was a two-volume 
book on Hindu spirituality titled Vedas Through 
Vedanta and The Widening Circle. 
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Professor John A. MacKinnon of the Physics Co-op 
Programme presented a paper titled “A Co-Operative 
Education Programme in Physics” at the 7th World Con- 
ference on Co-Operative Education at the Hong Kong 
Polytechnic last August. 


Professor William Knitter, Chair ofthe Education Department, 
is president of the Canadian Association of Deans of Educa- 
tion (CADE) for atwo-year term. In September, he represented 
CADE at an endorsement meeting of the Canadian Commit- 
tee on Women in Engineering. 


Physics Professor David Charlton addressed the 9th Inter- 
national Congress of Radiation Research in Toronto in July. 
He also gave a seminar at the Brookhaven National 
Laboratories in Long Island, N.Y., and made a stopover at 
Harvard's medical school. In September, Charlton was a 
panellist at a meeting on Biophysical Modelling of Radiation 
Effects in Padua, Italy, and enjoyed a day in the University of 
Milan's Physics Department. 


Mathematics Professor Mary Brian and English Professor 
Michael Brian were lucky enough to attend two ‘potlatches’ 
in Bella Coola, B.C., complete with spirit dances, feasting and 
name-giving. 


Leisure Studies Professor Nathaly Gagnon presented two 
papers, “Feminism and Ecology: A New Theoretical Ap- 
proach” and “The Environmental Situation in Greece and its 
Impact on Tourism," to a congress of the World Leisure and 
Recreation Association in Sydney, Australia in July. 


Communication Studies Professor Nikos Metallinos was 
elected Presidentof the Intemational Visual Literacy Associa- 
tion (IVLA) at the Association's annual conference. 


Modem Languages and Linguistics Chair Antonio Planelis, 
who is also a Professor of Spanish, was recently awarded a 
Senior Research Scholarship by the Organization of 
American States (OAS). The grant will be used to complete a 
study of Argentine science-fiction at the Institute of Spanish 
American Literature of the Universidad de Buenos Aires 
during the summer of 1992. 


Philosophy Professor Désirée Park was the Visiting Profes- 
sor at Jagiellonian University in Cracow, Poland, in May. 
While in Poland, she also lectured in Tamow andin Warsaw. 
From June to August, Park was the Visiting Professor at 
Wolfson College at Oxford University. 


The Montréal Council of Women presented its 1991 Woman 
of the Year Award to Political Science Professor Maria 
Peluso, community and human rights activist, at a luncheon 
several weeks ago. 


Simone de Beauvoir Institute Lifetime Honourary Fellow Pat 
Morley has been awarded a Japan Foundation Fellowship 
for her research on Japanese women. This provided financial 
support for her trip to Japan this fall. 


Education Professor Ronald Smith, who is also Director of 
the Leaming Development Office, recently presented a ses- 
sion “Knowing through Reflection: Chairs as Development 
Practitioners" at the 16th Annual Conference of the Profes- 
sional and Organizational Development Network in Higher 
Education in Morgantown, West Virginia. Smith is also the 
1991-92 Executive Director of this organization. 
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Report on research in the Faculty 


BY KARL JAROSIEWICZ 


In these recessionary times, talk of research 
funding seems to bring forecasts ofdoom and 
gloom. Government cut-backs have created 
stiffer competition for dwindling funds. Despite 
this, Concordia’s success rate in achieving 
grants has climbed above the national 


average. 


This year, Concordia has received a total of 
$1,083,670 in external funding from the Social 
Science and Humanities Research Council 
(SSHRC). The Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council (NSERC) has given the Univer- 
sity $3,906,959 for 1991-1992. 

Peter Bird, Vice-Dean, 
Research, Space, and Techni- 
cal Services, for the Faculty of 


‘The high rate of rejuvenation 


ticing atmosphere and this is being produced by 
the Dean’s Office which supplies facilities, equip- 
ment, and money. Furthermore at the Vice- 
Rector’s level, a research development 
programme provides a new source of finance. 
Bird added that the Faculty has improved teach- 
ing loads, enabling more time to be set aside by 
teachers for research. 

The increasing number of people involved 
withapplied research contributes to the Faculty’s 
success. This promotes its reputation in the in- 
dustrial sector, which in turn makes Concordia 
a more prestigious place to teach and conduct 
research. 

Bird mentioned, as an example, the recent 
strategic grant awarded Ann English and Susan 
Mikkleson, from the Department of Chemistry 
and Biochchemistry, to develop new methods 
for trace analysis of organic molecules in biologi- 
cal fluids and environmental 
samples. If successful, their 
research will produce a 
“biosensor” that will be a 
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“The hiring is directed toward bringing in 
excellent new people whose chances of success 
in grant competition is very good,” he stated. It 
starts at the grass roots. You get the best people 
and they will draw the funding. 


But getting researchers here requires an en- 
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Biochemistry, and the Department of Biology. 


Asked about the future of funding, Bird 
remarked that things will only get worse. Still, he 
believes that if Concordia can attract and keep 
high quality people, this will keep the University 
on the right track. 


Child Research Laboratory playroom observation deck. 
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EVENT LIST 


Conservatoire d’art cinématographique 
Regular presentations of repertory films. Open to the general 
public. All showings in the Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Boulevard West. For more information and 
istings, call (614) 848-3878. 


Concordia Art Gallery 

March 5th - April 18th. Robert Ayre:A Critic and the Collection. 
Artwork from the Concordia permanent collection, with Ayre's 
criticism 

April 23rd - June 6th. Claude Philiope Benoit 

June 11th - August 15th. The Place Where We Live - The 
Spint of the City in Contemporary Montréal Art. An exhibition 
of work by Montréal artists. For information: Tracy, 848-4750 


The Department of Theatre 

The Taming of the Shrew, by William Shakespeare. April 9, 
10, 11 at8:00p.m., April 12, matinée at 2:00 p.m.. F.C. Smith 
Auditorium, 7141 Sherbrooke West. Tickets $6 for adults, $4 
for students and seniors, no reservations 

Women Beware Women, by Thomas Middleton. April 23, 24, 
25 at 8:00 p.m., April 26, matinée at 2:00 p.m., D.B. Clarke 
Theatre, 1455 De Maisonneuve West, Tickets $6 for adults, 
$4 for students and seniors, Reservations begin on April 10th 
at 848-4742. For information: Christine Petrakos, 848-4737 


CONCORDIA CONCERT HALL 


7141 Sherbrooke Street West (Loyola Campus). (Metro Ven- 
dome 105 bus). For ticket information and the full schedule of 
concerts, call (514) 848-7928. Concerts at 8:00 p.m. 
Programme subject to change. 
Wednesday, April 1 — Faculty/Student Jazz Combo 
Saturday, April 4 — Concordia Orchestra with 

Sherman Friedland conducting 
Tuesday, April 7 — Jazz Vocal Ensemble/Gospe! 

Choir - Jeri Brown 
Tuesday, April 14 —Concordia Choir 
Thursday, April 16 — Concordia Chamber Choir 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


Contemporary Dance Department 

Open House. April 10 and 11, at 8:00 p.m., April 12, at 2:00 
p.m.. Original dance works by the students. Victoria School 
Gym, 1822 de Maisonneuve W. Free admission. For infor- 
mation: 848-4740 


F.C. Smith Dedication Series 

April 24 to 26, at 8:00 p.m.. The Contemporary Dance 
Department will present selected original dance works by its 
undergraduate students. Free admission. F.C. Smith 
Auditorium. 

The Concordia ‘Swing into Spring’ 
Extravaganza 

The ‘Swing into Spring’ Extravaganza, featuring the 16-piece 
Concordia Big Band will take place Saturday, May 2, 1992 at 


8:00 p.m. at the Loyola Campus Hingston Hall. For more 
information, call 848-4863. 


Seagram Fund reception recognizes winners 


PHOTO: Jonas Papaurelis 


At a reception held recently to honour the 1990-91 winners of the Seagram Fund for Academic Innovation, Rector Patrick 
Kenniff, Vice-Rector, Academic, Rose Sheinin and Seagram Company Limited representative John Hobday (backrow, second 
from right) joined Professors Mair Verthuy (Etudes francaises), Rosemarie Schade (History), Kathryn Tweedie (Photography) 
and Norman Segalowitz (Psychology) and their team members for a group photo. Two other winners, Professors Bernie 
Warren (Theatre) and Sylvia D’Apollonia (Centre for the Study of Classroom Processes) were unable to attend the event. The 
Fund provides seed money for interdisciplinary projects involving research, creation or academic development. This year's 


winners will be announced in the spring. 


SCIENCE COLLEGE continued from page 1 


each lecture we discuss and argue with the 
people who have come in from the outside,” said 
Szamosi. 

Monday coffee breaks, to which several of the 
College's 24 fellows are invited for informal dis- 
cussion, are also venues for interdisciplinary ex- 
change. 


Research undertaken by students must be 
real research, “not make-believe,” said Szamosi, 
a professor of Theoretical Physics. “They have to 
solve real problems in real life, so they learn that 
things don’t go as they do in the textbooks.” 


This means that students have the oppor- 
tunity to see their names on published papers, 


GOLD MEDAL continued from page 2 


He has learned that in conducting research, 
he has had to narrow his field of inquiry. “You 
have to specialize. [There’s not much time to] 
pursue your own reading.” 

Restrictive or not, he has dived into his re- 
search in post-doctoral studies in molecular biol- 
ogy with the Université de Montréal’s Dr. 


which is “very unusual at the undergraduate 
level.” 


Most of the students go on to graduate 
schools, including the Sorbonne, Harvard, Johns 
Hopkins and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 


“These kids go to the big leagues and come 
back to enrich their country,” said Newman, 
who defends her College against any criticism of 
elitism. “We spend a great deal of time on 
mediocre students and not enough on the good 
ones. We pay athletes to go to university, and 
that’s okay, but we think it’s elitist to put money 
into smart students.” 


Normand Brisson. 

Varin foresees his future as a university 
professor, where there appears to be more 
freedom in the area of pure research. While he 
looks forward to the teaching workload, heis also 
excited by the prospect of developing ideas and 
research strategies in his own lab. 


The Affliate for supporters of the Faculty of Arts and Science is published by the Faculty in association with the Office of University Advancement 


and the Public Relations Department. 


The Faculty Affiliation Programme at Concordia University is a vehicle for recognition of important donors to the Annual Giving Programme. Different 
activities are planned for Faculty Supporters (donors of $100 or more per year), Faculty Associates (donors of $250 or more per year), and members 
of the Dean's Circle (donors of $500 or more per year) all of whom will receive The Affilate on a regular basis. 


Results of the Annual Giving Programme will be published in the Concordia University Magazine. 
The Affliate Editorial Board: Acting Dean Gail Valaskakis, Carole Kieingrib (University Advancement) and Laurie Zack (Public Relations). 
For further information, call the Office of University Advancement (514) 848-4856. 


6 


